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Overview of activities

UW Tacoma at the Center for Urban Waters

• 13.5 FTE, including 6 Principal Investigators who lead research 
efforts

• 30 journal articles in peer reviewed publications published 
since 2011

• 21 different UWT classes have met at the Center for Urban 
Waters
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• 40 undergraduates trained in the Urban Waters Internship Program
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Overview of activities

UW Tacoma at the Center for Urban Waters

• Over past 5 years awarded over $11M through competitive 
grants and contracts. 

• Annual burn rate approximately $2M 

• $8.6M in current research awards

• $1.7M cash on hand
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Assessing Effectiveness:  Stormwater Treatment

Problem Statement:

Weekly sampling of stormwater on a Tideflat
property shows that the zinc concentration 
exceeds the level allowed in the permit.

Possible remedies include:

1. Source control.  Find and eliminate the source 
of zinc to the site.

2. Treatment.  Install a system to remove the zinc 
from the stormwater.

Ecology “Benchmark”
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Assessing Effectiveness:  Stormwater Treatment
Approach:

Design, install, and operate a stormwater
treatment system to remove solids, metals and 
petroleum products from stormwater

Questions:

How well do treatment systems work?

What is the most cost effective option?

How can we learn from others and work 
collaboratively?
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Hayley Matthew and Carla Milesi
Center for Urban Waters
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Assessing Effectiveness:  Stormwater Treatment

Success!  But at what cost?  Is there a better way?
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Assessing Effectiveness:  Shoreline Armoring Regulations

Problem Statement:

• Nearshore habitat is incredibly important 
to Puget Sound species.

• Armoring (bulkheads, rip-rap, etc.) is 
thought to protect property and 
infrastructure.

• Several overlapping regulatory 
jurisdictions.

Questions:

1. How well do we understand the impacts 
of armoring?

2. Are current regulations sufficient?
3. Are current programs efficient?
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Assessing Effectiveness:  Shoreline Armoring Regulations

Aimee Kinney and Tessa Francis
UW Puget Sound Institute @ CUW

in collaboration with the Marine and Near-Shore Lead Organization
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• Lack of enforcement

• Insufficient penalties
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Broaden and deepen technology research in Tacoma

RAIN (Readiness Acceleration and Innovation Network)



• Building a life science industry in Tacoma serving the South Puget 
Sound,  from healthcare to industrial biotechnology.

• Establishing a regional Innovation Hub that facilitates collaboration 
and innovation, with particular interest in solving local problems.

• Educating next generation talent and catalyzing transition into higher 
paying, higher-skilled jobs.

• Growing biotech companies from startup to expansion stages.

RAIN is a life science innovation hub growing talent, companies, and 

jobs.

The Readiness Acceleration & 

Innovation Network
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